
Greater Hope Annual  
Fundraiser Banquet 

We Request  the honor of your presence for 
an evening of fellowship beginning with a com-
plimentary dinner, followed by testimonies and 

guest speakers 

 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

6:30 p.m.  

 
The Terrace at Rocktown 

2061F Evelyn Byrd Avenue 

Harrisonburg, Virginia  

 

 

 

 

 

RSVP by April 23 to Greater Hope office at 
540-574-4189 or email kkipps@greaterhope.org 

Greater Hope News 
 

Spring 2015 

 Meet the Banquet  
       Speakers, 
 Bob & Marilyn  
      Heywood 
Bob and Marilyn have been married for over 42 years, 
having first met in high school in Roxborough, 
PA.  God first began to bring light to particular strug-
gles in their marriage 15 years ago when Bob confessed 
his addiction to pornography.  For years Bob struggled 
with using pornography, something he was not aware 
was having an effect on him, his wife, or his church. 
Their marriage is a testimony of sanctification and rec-
onciliation by the hand of the Lord and one they take 
joy in sharing with others. 
  
Bob Heywood has been on staff with HARVEST USA 
since July 2004, where he works with the Discovery 
Biblical support group for men struggling with sexual 
sin. He also does one-on-one discipleship as well as 
presents seminars and leads in training individuals to be 
small group facilitators.  He is an elder at Pilgrim Pres-
byterian Church in Philadelphia.  

Bob and Marilyn reside in Philadelphia, PA and have 
three children and four wonderful grandchildren. 

Identifying Brokenness,     
Resuming the Journey                       

by Ken Gonyer 

We are not born with a secure sense of 
identity, confident in gender and the 
self-worth required to love and be loved. 
We develop a “self” as we engage with 
others.”  
  ~Living Waters Guidebook 

I think it’s helpful to think of God’s 
intention for our development to-
ward whole persons as a sort of 
journey – a path upon which we 
first learn to identify with our own 
gender, then learn how to interact 
with those of the other gender in 
healthy ways. 

We begin toward wholeness by 

getting comfortable just being who we 
were made to be – a boy or a girl – 
and identifying with others who are 
like us. I had a brother who was much 
closer in age to me than my sister, and 
we guys were known in the family as 
one unit – “the boys.” I was identified 
according to my gender.                                 

                             ….cont’d on pg. 3 



What We Offer…. 
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Living Waters: A 20 week in-depth healing and discipleship 
program which ministers to people who are seeking healing 
from relational and sexual brokenness. * 

Cross Current:  An 8-10 week Christ centered ministry and 
support group for those seeking more truth and grace in their 
sexuality and relationships. * 

Boundaries: Classroom study of book by Dr Henry Cloud & 
Dr John Townsend, addressing specific issues that confront 
today’s Christians.* 

Men Pursuing Purity:  An 8—10 week group equipping men to 
live lives of purity, purpose and power.* 

Women at the Well:  An 8 week group equipping women to 
live lives of relational integrity.* 

the Journey:  an interactive 10 week support group designed to 
help spouses grieve the losses associated with the betrayal 
they’ve experienced & begin to learn how to relate in more 
healthy ways to God and others.* 
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Treasurer 

Friends Support Group:  For parents who have a child explor-
ing or struggling with homosexuality, same sex attractions or 
pornography addiction. 
 
Various Continuing Support Groups:  Maintenance groups 
providing continued helps for recovering men & women. 
 
Counseling and Consultation: Confidential consultations and 
referrals for professional counseling. 

Prayer Ministry: Available by appointment at the Greater Hope 
office. 

Resource Room: Relational/sexually broken topics in books 
and videos. Room is complete with TV and video equipment. 

Standing In The Gap: A prayer group interceding on behalf of 
the prayer needs of the ministry. 

GREATER HOPE NEWS: Quarterly newsletter features arti-
cles ministering to those overcoming sexual sin. 

*A nominal fee is charged. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Mark your calendars… 

 
• Greater Hope Annual Fund-

raising Banquet, Tuesday, 
April 28, 2015 

• Living Waters USA training 
April 25th-May 1st, 2015  

• Summer groups begin  

June 2015 
 

CONTACT GREATER HOPE   
Office:  540-574-4189  

Email:  
kkipps@greaterhope.org  

 Web:   
www.greaterhope.org 

Who We Are….An evangelical 
ministry promoting freedom from and 
healing  for heterosexual and homosex-
ual sin and brokenness.  Originally 
founded in 1995 as Day Seven, and re-
established in 1998, Greater Hope oper-
ates under the direction of an interde-
nominational board of directors.  The 
work of Greater Hope is supported en-
tirely by the 501 (c) (3) tax-deductible 
contributions from individuals and 
churches who share our vision for minis-
try. _____________________________ 

Greater Hope is a Covenant Eyes  
Affiliate 

 

www.covenanteyes.com 
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It’s amazing how important a role the 
same-gender parent plays in our devel-
opment. When our relationship with that 
parent is strong, it’s easy to figure out 
who we are. Girls want to be like mother 
and boys want to be like father. The par-
ent’s warmth and affirmation draws the 
child into the intimacy of shared identity. 
Sadly, when that pivotal relationship is 
broken through neglect, rejection or 
abuse, the same-gender parent is per-
ceived as a threat. In response, the child 
may either build a defensive wall and 
reject the same-gender parent, or absorb 
all the pain and reject himself or herself. 
Either reaction is devastating. 

As a young man, I “walled off” the mas-
culine out of a sense of inferiority. Hav-
ing grown up in a family where being 
tall, strong and athletic was very much 
affirmed, my short stature and lack of 
athleticism left me feeling “less than.” 
Without intending to, my large, powerful 
father became a threat to me. I drew 
closer to my mother, who affirmed me 
for non-physical attributes like verbal 
skills and thoughtfulness. 

Years later, I still felt great anxiety 
around sports and tried hard to avoid 
“guy” stuff. Events like our church’s 
men’s retreats both attracted and repelled 
me. Like all males, I had a legitimate 
need for same-sex identification and 
intimacy. My heart desperately desired 
to be part of a “band of brothers.” At the 
same time, I felt like an outsider, inferior 
and different from other men. 

Somewhere along the journey toward a 
whole sense of self, I had lost my way. 
The good news is that the Lord truly 
desires to help us get back on track. He 
can  and does provide healing and 
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leased  within me an identity as a “man.” It 
was a gift from God. 

So many of us are still looking for that gift 
– the affirmation that only a parent can im-
part. Without it, we are unsure of ourselves, 
incomplete, and perhaps unable to love and 
be loved. Believe this: when our mother or 
father cannot provide what we need or even 
when there is no parent there at all, we can 
cry out to Jesus and get holy help. The Lord 
desires to heal us and assist us in resuming 
the journey toward wholeness. He has 
known us from our beginning, and he’s 
never lost sight of our real selves. Through 
the blood of Jesus, He made a way for us to 
be united with the good gift of our gender, 
our bodies, and our unique personalities. 
We can trust Him and abide in Him, be-
coming strong in the steadfast favor and 
confirmation with which he upholds us, 
men and women, created in His likeness. 

                   ******** 

Ken has been an intricate person in the min-
istry of Greater Hope for many years. He 
currently is the board chair and most re-
cently, taught a lesson at our Living Waters 
group.   Ken is able to share from his own 
healing journey...offering hope to others via 
his healing testimony and Christ’s redemp-
tive love! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken Gonyer 

restoration when we cry out to Him. I 
thank God for my long-prayed-for break-
through at one men’s retreat. I’d been 
railroaded into playing a multi-sport tour-
nament and was having a horrible time. 
Then, purely by accident, I hit a golf ball 
farther down the driving range than any-
one else. It was like an angel had 
swooped in and propelled the ball through 
the sky. The other church guys were so 
excited about my shot that I somehow 
built up enough confidence to move on to 
the next event and do well there too. 
Later, as I raced up a climbing wall, the 
other men’s cheers were like medicine to 
me. It was a spiritual experience - I was 
one of the guys. I belonged. 

It was a blessing to be affirmed as a guy 
among guys. In the years since, the Lord 
has made me more and more whole in my 
sense of masculinity. He has used the 
words of other men to give me clarity and 
confidence in my gender. I think the most 
meaningful experience of this was a con-
versation I had with my father when I was 
about 40 years old. We were alone on the 
porch swing, and I’d been telling him 
about a career change I was considering. 
My work in the financial services world 
was very different from his work in con-
struction, but for some reason I wanted 
him to understand the risk I might be tak-
ing if I made the change. His response 
was heartfelt and immediate. “Well, I 
think you can do just about anything you 
set your mind to…” he said. “I’ve always 
thought that about you.” Those few words 
rang inside me like a bell – because he 
believed in me, I discovered that I dared 
to believe in myself. Even as a middle-
aged man, I found that my father’s affir-
mation was like a rite of passage that re-

Identifying Brokenness,  Resuming 
the Journey… cont’d from pg 1           
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Our Mission 
Greater Hope exists to offer hope, minister healing and equip people for sexual and relational wholeness through Christ’s 
transforming love. 
Our ministry is for those who desire to develop the ability to love others in a Godly manner both physically and emotionally. 
We offer this ministry in a safe, confidential setting led by persons trained to effectively understand and address these sensi-
tive issues. 


